ory ‘entertainment’

_f’
| é.w KW Record . July 16,1115

Record st_ajf

Kitchener-Waterloo Record )%

Slasher film fight

By Catherine Thompson
Record staff - ‘

TORONTO — Aftor nine months of
inaction from the Ontario govern:
ment, a group trying to get siasher
films banned is stepping up its cam-
paign. :

The group, Coalition for the Safety
of our Daughters, presented Premier
Bob Rae on Monday with a large
iaminated copy of a column by the
Record's Queen's Park columnist on
slasher films that appeared Feb. 12
and issued a rélease complairing of

- government inaction.

“We had the article laminated so
that you can't fold, file and forget it
as you have with all of our other cor-
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respondences,” coalition co-founders
Valerie Smith and Patricia Herdman
said in an open letter to the premier.

The group has written to several
ministers as well as to Rae in the
past nine months, asking for action
on slasher 8lms, which they say are
hate materiai against women. The.
films depict violence against women,
sometimes quite graphically, but do
not contain enough sexual matter to
be aifected by federal obscenity
laws.

Hate laws ban hatred or violence
against identifiable groups, bui
women aren't named as a group in

the legislation, the coalition says.

“Your government knows that
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must stop, cities say
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there is a link between what we
watch and how we bebave. After ally
is't this why your government-is
concerned about beer comur:
cials?" they said. BT, |

Rae was unavailable for
but an aide said the premier Kiket)
had not watched the videos sent to
him by the group because of his busy:
schedule and because the issue i
being dealt with by the Comnori
Ministry. .




